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Introduction 
Can you imagine belonging to an orgar~ization without any rules? Such an 

organization may not last too long. The Bible does not promote chaos, on the contrary, 
we read the instructions of Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:46, But be sure that everything is 
done propedy and in order (N LT) . 

The Constitution and By-laws of an organization are documents that clarify how 
the organization is structured and functioning. 

Definitions 

Constitution- The system of fundamental law and principles that defines the 
nature, functions and limits of a government; the document on which such 
system is recorded 

By-laws - Laws or rules governing the internal affairs of an organization. 

Main Issue 

The matter at hand has to do with engagement in partisan politics of an 
Assemblies of God credential holder. 

There are two pieces of legislation within the PGCAG that should guide us in 
understanding the AG perspectives on the matter at hand. These are: 

1. By-laws' provision-ART XVI-The Ministry. 
Section 9. Ministerial Relations. 
# 5. Any credentialed minister who seeks an elective political office 

should first seek counsel from his District Officers and if he intends to 
pursue his political ambition, he must surrender his credential with the 
blessing of the District Officials. However, if he refuses counsel or will not 
seek counsel, then, his credential shall be revoked, 

2. Resolution 65-3 - A Resolution passed at the 1965 General Council 

WHEREAS in the past is has been observed that some local 
Assemblies have been harmed and the ministry reproached when a 
minister engages in politics, such as; a candidate for any elective 
office, political speeches on behalf of a patty for a candidate, and as 
a political campaign manager. 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED that the credential of any of our 
ministers concerned be automatically suspended. 



Commentaries 
1. ART. XVI-The Ministry 

a) There appears to have wisdom in the promulgation of this provision 
stated in the By-laws. 

b) There is NO prohibition for an AG credential holder, per se, to engage 
in active partisan politics with conditions. This is regulation rather 
prohibition. 

c) Partisan politics being divisive (earlier opinion) the preservation of unity 
is well guarded. 

d) A credential holder, especially one who leads a congregation who 
"...seeks an elective political offi ce..." is asked to first seek from his 
District Officials.. . " 
The counsel of the brethren provides an objective assessment of what 

one feels is "from the Lord." 
A credential holder who seeks a political office should not rush into 

making a decision. It is possible that there is legitimacy in the desire to 
promote good and clean governance. On the other hand, it is possible for 
a credential holder to develop an "messiah complex." This. is a strong 
sense that he alone can clean the government and put an end to rampant 
corruption. The counsel of the brethren is never intended to douse cold 
water on righteous indignation. 

It is incumbent upon District Officials to act as Elders discerning what 
the Lord's will is. To this writer's mind, there is a need for the District 
leaders to fast and pray to know the mind of the Lord. A consensus should 
be arrived at from this whole process. 

It behooves the prospective candidate to plan ahead of time to give the 
District officials adequate time to consider everything related to the 
minister, his family, his relationship with other ministers and his 
congregation. 

With all the counsel available the final decision rests on the credential 
holder who seeks an elective political office. When a stand has been taken 
to pursue seeking an elective political office, the credential holder must 
surrender his credential with the blessing of the District officials. 

Again the provision of the By-laws regulates rather than prohibits. 
When everything is said and done, the credentialed minister has to 

reckon with what he perceives as God's will beyond the shadow of a 
doubt. It will border to blasphemy when a claim is made without any truth 
to it. In addition, however, he is accountable to the Body of Christ, the 
brethren. 

2. Resolution 65-3 
The older version of our By-laws then designated as "The Rules of 

Church Government" starting in 1973, was the result of the dichotomy 
advised the Council to do by a lawyer close to the late Pastor Cres 
Tandog and the late Lorenzo Lazaro. Within the PGCAG we had the 



Corporate Body, membership of which was composed only of Ordained 
Ministers, and the membership of the Ecclesiastical Body was 
composed of I )  the Ordained Ministers 2) all affiliated churches 3) and all 
duly appointed and approved missionaries of the General Councils of the 
AG from other countries who are serving in the Philippines (Note that # 3 
was amended on April 28,2000. These became non-voting members of 
the General Council. 

A Resolution was passed in 1965 under the heading "Politics." 

65-03 WHEREAS in the past it has been observed that some local 
Assemblies have been harmed and that the ministry reproached 
when a minister engages in politics, such as; candidate for any 
elective office, political speeches on behalf of a party for a 
candidate, and as political campaign manager. 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED that the credential of any of our 
ministers concerned be automatically suspended. 

The "tone" of the Resolution implies actual adverse experiences 
which did not edify the church and ministry but instead, "harmed" and 
reproached both. We can speculate (because we were not there) that this 
Resolution was a reaction, but not without basis. The movers of the 
Resolution were able to convince the whole Council, thus approving the 
Resolution, that indeed it was not for the good of the church and the 
ministry that a credential holder engages in partisan politics. 

Please note that in the Resolution, we have the following covered: 
1. Running for an elective office as a candidate. 
2. Making political speeches on behalf of a candidate. 
3. Serving as a campaign manager. 

Comparison and additional Comments 
At the outset, from this writer's point of view, the two cannot and should 

not exist at the same time. Is there any record showing that Resolution 65-03 has been 
rescinded? Is it assumed that the provision in the By-laws - ART XVI-The Ministry. 
Section 9. Ministerial Relations. # 5 has automatically rescinded Resolution 65- 
03? 

1. Both provisions cover all credential holders, regardless of level. 
2. #5 is limited to running as a candidate for an elective office. 
3. Resolution 65-03 is all embracing. Not just candidates for an office but any 

credential holder who campaigns and make speeches on behalf of a 
candidate. 

4. In #5, a credential holder who violates will have his credential revoked. Is this 
to mean that the minister can NO longer return to the ministry? It sounds as if 
there is permanency in the revocation. 



5. In 65-03, it is suspension of the minister. Which is stronger and more 
permanent, revocation or suspension? 

6. Whatever interpretation the Council will decide, the matter of "defrocking" 
becomes the challenge. Within the Assemblies of God, a defrocked minister 
cannot officially exercise ministerial duties. 

7. If pastoring a congregation, the "defrocked" minister must relinquish his post 
and let the District take over the church. This is where tension develops. A 
strong pastor (from experience) will not be willing to let go because for 
reality's sake, the pastorate is his "bread and butter." 

Conclusion 

1. It was stated earlier that both promulgations cannot exist at the same time. 
The Council has to make a choice or come up with a new promulgation that 
will take precedence over the two above mentioned promulgations. 

2. The General Council needs to walk humbly but expeditiously to provide our 
people with wise guidance. 

3. The Council need not make a choice between being "liberal" or being 
"conservative." We need to address this matter biblically, theologically 
contextually and timely. This writer sees at least three (3) possible actions: 

a) Rescind 65-03 and retain #5. 
b) Amend #5 and replace it with 65-03 or improve it. 
c) Remove any promulgation relating to national and local politics. This 

may degenerate into something like the time of the Judges in the Old 
Testament- "Each man did what was right in his own eyes." In the 
absence of a "law1' every man becomes a law in himself. 

4. If and when a provision prohibits any credential holder from participating in 
whatever form, the District where the minister belongs should extend justice 
tempered with mercy. It is obvious that in the General Council, there are 
"untouchables" and they know it, so these keep on testing the guts of the leaders. 

Addendum 
Every so often, as Filipino Christians, we exercise our inherent right to choose 

those office bearers who will run the affairs of government both nationally and locally. 
This writer is of the opinion that our people expect a sort of a "pastoral letter" 'from the 
AG leadership that, among others, will encourage our people to vote wisely. The "letter" 
coi~ld also provide guidance in deciding who to vote for. So much has changed in the 
political landscape of the Philippines. Media has given candidates much exposure that 
complicates making choices. In addition, politicians now see the potential of religious 
groups. This is no longer the monopoly of the INC. Politicians "court" religious groups. 
Any guidance should not be misinterpreted as endorsing particular candidates. For 
instance, should our pastors allow a candidate (national andlor local) to give a talk 
during a church service? Should church facilities be used for political rallies (non- 
partisan)? 

We pray for wisdom for our AG leaders to exercise leadership in the new reality. 
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